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Jackie grew throughout their fifty years of mar-
riage, so did their love for the church and
communities of Northwest Florida.

A native of Milton, Florida, Fred Rogers has
devoutly served Northwest Florida as Pastor
of Milton First Assembly of God since 1960.
He is a member of the Kiwanis Club and a
member of the Santa Rosa County Ministerial
Association.

Out of her passion for teaching and love for
children, Jackie Rogers has proudly served in
the Santa Rosa County Florida school district,
where she currently teaches Kindergarten and
first grade Sunday school.

Fred and Jackie continue to demonstrate
their strong family values and unwavering faith
in God as loving parents and grandparents.

Through their leadership and dedication,
Fred and Jackie honorably and spiritually
served the church and the Northwest Florida
community. Northwest Florida is truly blessed
to have them as her own. Together, they have
touched a number of lives, and the impact
they have made on the community will leave
a lasting impression.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, it is a great honor for me to
recognize Reverend Fred and Jackie Rogers
for their love and dedicated service to the
communities of Northwest Florida. | would like
to offer my sincere congratulations in celebra-
tion of their 50 years together and recognize
that they serve as an inspiration to us all.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2007

Mr. HULSHOF. Madam Speaker, unfortu-
nately, | was unavoidably detained and missed
one of Tuesday’s rollcall votes, No. 877. Had
| been present, | would have voted “aye” on
H.R. 3096, the Vietham Human Rights Act of
2007.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN SCOTT
SHIMP

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to honor a brave man from my
District, Captain Scott Shimp, a 1998 graduate
of Bayard High School. Captain Shimp died
last week when his Black Hawk helicopter
crashed during training exercises in Alabama.

Scott was an enthusiastic young man who
loved serving his country. A consummate sol-
dier and a graduate of West Point Academy,
he was a credit to the Bayard community—a
community which has rallied around those he
left behind.

My heart goes out to Scott’s family and all
affected by his death. We owe him a debt of
gratitude we can repay by living up to the ex-
ample he set in his personal and professional
life.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DANNY
VARGAS

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2007

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | want to call
to the attention of the House the outstanding
public service of Raul Danny Vargas to his fel-
low citizens of Virginia’s 10th Congressional
District.

Danny took the helm of my 10th District His-
panic Advisory Committee when it was cre-
ated over 2 years ago. As its first chairman,
he has directed the group’s efforts in providing
a forum for issues of interest to the Hispanic
community in northern Virginia and advising
me on ways to assist the community and re-
spond to its unique concerns.

Through his extraordinary leadership, the
group’s membership as well as its outreach to
the community have grown and advanced.
Danny has led the committee in advising me
on issues of importance to the Hispanic com-
munity, such as the infiltration of gangs in our
community and how to respond. He led the
advisory panel in organizing a gang prevention
town hall meeting conducted in Spanish in the
Herndon community. The committee also has
addressed education and immigration issues
of importance to the growing Hispanic popu-
lation in northern Virginia.

Danny is living the “American Dream.” He
was raised in a single parent home along with
three other siblings by his mother, who immi-
grated to America from Puerto Rico. Danny
served his country as an Air Force intelligence
officer before launching his own company,
VARCom Solutions, a full-service marketing,
sales, and communications support company
located in Herndon. An active leader in the
business, Hispanic and at-large communities,
he has served as chairman of the Dulles Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce. He also was
appointed as a board member for two non-
profit organizations in northern Virginia—
Northern Virginia Family Service and the Fair-
fax Partnership for Youth, lending his exper-
tise in marketing, communications, media, and
public relations to these organizations and
their missions to serve the needs of families
and youth in the region.

Danny Vargas is a proven and respected
business and community leader. As he turns
over the reins of the 10th District Hispanic Ad-
visory Committee, | want to thank him on be-
half of the people of the 10th District for his
hard work and dedication to making the 10th
District a better place to live and work and
raise a family.

————

HONORING CHARLES W. “WES”’
KEARNEY, SR.

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2007

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, Charles
W. “Wes” Kearney, Sr. of Brandon, Florida,
passed away on August 11, 2007, in the lov-
ing presence of his friends and family.

Wes was a well-known and respected mem-
ber of the community, whose entrepreneurial
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spirit and generous character not only defined
him as a person, but played an important role
in the lives of others.

During World War 1l, Wes served in the
United States Navy, joining the United States
in the fight to defend our Nation and to defend
those who could not defend themselves. His
service to this country is honored and greatly
admired.

Following the War, Wes grabbed a hold of
the American dream and eventually founded
many companies under the Kearney name.
Through generous philanthropy, Wes used the
success of his businesses to improve his com-
munity and help others.

Wes will be best remembered as a man
whose virtue and integrity is unmatched, as
well as someone who was dearly dedicated to
his family and friends.

He leaves behind a beautiful family, and is
survived by his lovely wife Joanne, his son
Bryan and wife Dawn and their children, Skye
and Sean; son Barry and wife Susan and their
children, Tara and Logan; and son Bing and
his children, son Chad and his wife Shayna,
Chase, Clay and Carlie.

As we celebrate his life, we know that he
will be dearly missed.

———

IN HONOR OF THE A.I. DUPONT
HIGH SCHOOL TIGER MARCHING
BAND

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2007

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute
to the A.l. DuPont High School Tiger Marching
Band as they prepare for their fifth appear-
ance in the Rose Parade. The school, located
in Wilmington, Delaware, has worked hard to
create a strong musical program, for which
they should be very proud. The band’s musi-
cal performances, which are selected and de-
signed by the students, are always an exciting
event for the entire community.

The band boasts an impressive record wor-
thy of high praise. Their performances have
inspired audiences at countless local, national
and even international events. Some of these
notable appearances include; two Orange
Bowl Parades, two Presidential Inaugurations,
the dedication of the Vietnam War Memorial,
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, a
Peace Parade in Vatican City and four Rose
Parades—soon to be five. They are currently
the most televised high school band in Amer-
ica and have placed first in every marching
competition they have entered since 1989.
That is why it is no surprise that when | was
asked to recommend a band to represent
Delaware in the 2008 Memorial Day Parade in
Washington, DC, the A.l. DuPont Tigers quick-
ly came to mind.

There are currently 265 members in the
Tiger Marching Band, all of whom have
worked tirelessly to carry on the strong Tiger
tradition set before them. Their efforts are evi-
dent, which is why they have been invited to
participate in the 119th Rose Parade this Jan-
uary in Pasadena, California. This makes
them the only band outside California to
march in the parade four times under the
same director. | am confident they will rep-
resent Delaware well in California on New
Year’s Day.
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